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The face of Truth is covered with a brilliant golden
lid ; that do thou remove, 0 Fosterer, for the law
of the Truth, for sight.                         (15)

0 Fosterer, 0 Sole Seer, 0 Ordainer, 0 illumining
Sun, 0 power of the Father of Creatures, marshal thy
rays, draw together thy light; the Lustre which is thy
most blessed form of all, that in Thee I behold. The
Purusha there and there. He am I.             (16)

Two questions that arise here are whether there are other
worlds after death and whether a man after dissolution of the
body is reborn, here or elsewhere. In the third verse the Rishi
has spoken of dark worlds into which the slayers of the soul
pass. Likewise, verses 9 and 12 speak of worlds of blind gloom
and of even greater gloom. Sri Aurobindo says that it makes
no difference whether the Upanishad refers to dark worlds or
dark states of consciousness. We have already seen that in the
LTpanishadic conception a world is only a condition of conscious
being. The individual soul after death must either disappear
into Nature, merge itself in the Creator or continue to exist in
an organisation of consciousness other than that of this earth,
other than those which are proper to embodied life. These are
the other worlds, the worlds after death.

After the dissolution of the body the soul can be born in
another body on earth, can survive in other states, or enter into
immortality beyond birth and death. Here a clear distinction
is indicated. As Sri Aurobindo points out, "the two former
conditions appertain to becoming; Immortality stands in the
Self, in the Non-Birth, and enjoys the Becoming". Rebirth in
a terrestrial body is not explicitly mentioned in the Upanishad
but is implied, specially in the seventeenth verse.

Re-birth in a better life here is not, however, offered to the
seeker by the Upanishad. To be bound to birth and death is
a sign that the mental being is dwelling in Avidya. But it is
earthly life itself that offers the means of liberation from
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